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Typical approach – a few shortcomings

Short-term
Retention

Skills
Don’t Transfer

Teacher/Student
Dissatisfaction



Typical approach – a few shortcomings

Disconnect between classroom learning
and the outside world



PBL Definition

Project Based Learning is a teaching method 
in which students gain knowledge and skills 
by working for an extended period of time to 
investigate and respond to an engaging and 
complex question, problem, or challenge



Unit ends

Students
test & revise 

their own 
plan

Students apply 
their knowledge/ 

skills to solve 
real-world 
problems 

(beyond the 
class) 

DOING PROJECTS PROJECT BASED LEARNING

Students learn 
by following
directions

Teacher 
gives 

directions 
to students

Students
present findings

Teacher 
asks a 

question
Students devise 

their own 
directions to 

solve problem

Students gain 
knowledge & 
develop skills



Key Components

ÅChallenging 
problem or question

ÅSustained inquiry

ÅAuthenticity

ÅStudent 
voice/choice

ÅCritique and 
revision

ÅPublic Product

ÅReflection



AUA Example – Professional Comm.

Project:  Proposals for Final Project
Summary:  Three groups of 6-7 students develop and present written 
and oral proposals for the class final project.

Element Description

Challengingproblem/question How canyou understand and satisfya ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻwin a proposal?

Studentvoice/choice Students had complete freedom to design a project of their choice

Public product
Jury of otherAUA faculty 
(and leads to final project that must have external element)

Authenticity
Real consequencesin terms of 
future student work and public event



AUA Example – Professional Comm.

Project:  Final Project ςBrain Storm
Summary:  The entire class organizes an inter-university intellectual game 
that requires effective oral, written and interpersonal communication skills.

Element Description

Challengingproblem/question HowŎŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ 
(and how to define its success)?

Studentvoice/choice Logistics, PR/Communications,Financing, etc.

Public product May 6th event in ManoogianHall; 5 other university teams; outside judge

Authenticity Otheruniversities involved; publicized AUA event





Other Examples

Subject Project
Challengingproblem

or question
Notes

19th

Century
Literature

Multi-media 
product
(scaffolding:main area 
of focus for their 
project, develop two 
research questions, and 
initiate some specific 
lines of inquiry)

ÅHow do literature and 
social change connect?
ÅIf everything is 

representation, what is 
real?

Studentsare not readingFaust or 
the poetry of Baudelaire or 
Wordsworth just for the sake of 
it, but as a means of exploring 
and understanding something 
more authentic and meaningful.

Humanities Performance/
Exhibition ς

ά¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ [ƛǾŜέ

ÅIs political satire 
essential to a 
democracy?
ÅWhat is the role of 

humor in politics?

Exploration of political satire as a 
tool in a democracy. Students 
then create political satire 
pieces. These will be exhibited 
the Thursday before the 
November Election. 



Other Examples

Subject Project
Challengingproblem 

or question
Notes

Business/
Marketing

Client video 
(PSA, training, 
promotion, fund-raising)

How tocreate effective 
promotional materials?

Student teams work with the client to 
identify needs and plan production, 
including the complete steps of pre-
production, production, and post-
production. The student teams will 
produce the video and present it to their 
client(s).

Tech E-commerce 
website

How to transforma 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
website into a dynamic 
purchasing platform?

Students research, design, and implement 
a full-service E-commerce website. 
Students choose the database 
management system, scripting language, 
web design, and web server 
environments.



Now, it’s your turn!


