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Original Assignment:  “Read an article from the… and create a small review about it: abstract (4-5 lines), your personal view about it (4-5 lines)”
The above instructions did not yield the desired results from students who resorted to a combination of plagiarism, paraphrasing that included irrelevant details and excluded pertinent ones, and pat answers for the latter half of the assignment where students are asked to engage meaningfully in providing their “personal views.”  The questions below provide a moment of pedagogical intervention by adding a layer to the assignment (scaffolding) such that the end result (a response to the original assignment) will yield a more satisfactory written product from students.  
____________________________________________________

Organizing Brief Article Reviews 
Directions:  Respond to the following questions about the article you have read, then rewrite your answers and incorporate them into a response piece in which you compose: 1) an abstract of 4-5 sentences, summarizing the article; 2) your personal opinion about the subject of the article.  
1) What is the topic of this article?
2) What are the obstacles associated with the topic, according to the article?  

3) What is the significance of this topic (what problem does it [attempt to] solve, what are its advantages)? 

4) Which are the relevant or pertinent quotes that can support your summary, but which you cannot paraphrase?  

5) What technical information, terms, definitions, etc. does the article introduce to the reader?  Look these up.  
6) What, if anything, about the article confuses or troubles you?  What, if anything, interests you?  

7) What do I think about the topic, its related obstacles, and/or the problems it promises to solve?  Explain in detail.  
