




Peer Review Worksheet 
Name of Writer __________________________

Name of Reviewer ___________________________

1. Does the essay contain a general-to-specific paragraph that introduces the topic to the reader, gradually?  If not, then how might the writer improve his/her approach?

2. Does the essay contain a clear thesis statement?  If it does, what is the thesis statement?  If it does not, then what might be a viable thesis statement for this essay?

3. Is the text with which the writer will deal in the essay mentioned by title and name of author in the first one or two paragraphs?  What are the title and author’s name, as you understand them?

4. Is there a paragraph that can stand as the “statement of fact” (according to Aristotle’s definition)?  This paragraph should acquaint the reader with a broad background about the topic.  Does it do so?

5. Is there a clear, well-written summary (even if only one or two sentences) of the text with which the writer of the essay deals?  What is the main point of the author?
6. Are there sensible paragraph breaks?  Can the writer improve his/her paragraphing?  Between which paragraphs?  How?  

7. Are there topic sentences near the beginning of each paragraph?  If not, can you at least tell what the main point of each paragraph is?  Make an outline of the main points of each paragraph, as you understand them.

8.
Are there transitions between paragraphs which somehow tie two consecutive paragraphs 

together?  List them.  
9.
Does the essay flow well from one thought to another, or is it choppy?  Suggest 

improvements; be specific.
10.
Does the writer express his/her own opinion, in addition to summarizing the opinions of 

the author he/she read?

11.
What is the writer’s opinion about the topic?  Restate it below, as you understand it, in one clear sentence.

12.
Does the writer do a successful job of the conclusion?  If not, make one or two suggestions that might help 

the writer improve his/her conclusion.  Does the conclusion restate the general ideas contained in the essay?  Should it?  Does it work even if the general ideas are not restated?  How/why does it or does it not work well?  Explain.  
13.
Does the conclusion provide you with more than just a summary?  Does it answer the question “so what”?  Does it leave you with something to contemplate?  Does it provide a sense of closure to the essay?

14.
What are the three main weaknesses of the essay?

15.
What are the two or three main strengths of the essay?

16.
General comments/notes:

